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Discussion Question 

Preparation 
Share a time when you experienced a self-inflicted wound that caused significant 
damage to your life. Have you recovered from it? If so, how did you recover from it? 
Have there been any lingering effects? 

Passage 
 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it 
was Jesus. 
5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”  

“No,” they answered. 
6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When 
they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 
7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon 
Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he 
had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, 
towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards.
[c] 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some 
bread. 
10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter 
climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but 
even with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have 
breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the 
Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the 
fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised 
from the dead. 
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me more than these?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 
16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 
17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, 
“Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26907c
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Prayer 

Discussion 
1. Have you ever been humbled the way Peter was humbled? You thought of yourself 

one way when in reality you discovered that you were not the person you thought 
you were. How did God open your eyes? What was the result? Did you end up 
merely feeling worse about yourself or did it lead to real, permanent change in 
your life? 

2. What do you think about repentance as being the path to healing and recovery? 
Give an example of it? What does the world think the road to recovery is and how 
does it contrast with the Lord’s path to recovery? 

3. When you first read this story, how did you react? Did you think Jesus was being 
too hard and insensitive to Peter or not hard enough on him? Has anyone loved 
you enough to confront you about your sin? How did you respond? Have you ever 
had to confront a friend over their sin and how did they respond? 

4. Give an example of a person who hurt you or someone you know who never took 
responsibility for their actions. How did it affect you or the other person? How 
important is it to take ownership for the choices we make rather than blame 
others for them? 

5. Share more about the self-inflicted wound you shared earlier. Did you ever 
discover the root cause of your behavior? If so, what was the root of your 
behavioral sin?  

6. How has pride affected your life? 

7. Respond to this statement: “All sin, including the sin of pride, is actually an 
attempt to push God to the periphery of our lives so we can play God. All sin is an 
attempt for us to be our own masters, our own lawmakers.” 

8. What lie have you unmasked in your life that was a root cause of a behavioral sin 
you struggled with? How did you unmask it? 

9. Compare and contrast godly grief and ungodly grief. Give examples of both. 

10.Look at how you grieve. Do you grieve in a godly way that leads to repentance 
and change in your life or do you grieve in an ungodly way that ends in remorse 
and feeling worse about yourself but does not result in permanent change, only 
temporary change. 

11.Who are you most life, the Peter of Luke 5 or John 22?  

12.How transparent are you? Why are you or why aren’t you transparent? 

13.When you sin, do you run to the Lord or from the Lord?  

14.Any closing thoughts? 
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End by playing the song “Forever Reign” by Kristian Stanfill and prayerfully respond to 
God. What is God nudging you to do?  


