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Discussion Guide 
Read and reflect on the passage provided. Is this how you see God 
treating you? Is this how you treat yourself? Is this how you treat others?  

 “A bruised reed he will not break, 
    and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, 
till he has brought justice through to victory.” Matthew 12:20; Isaiah 42:3 

1. Read John 8:1-11. What jumps out to you? Who do you relate to the 
most: Jesus, the woman, the Pharisees and religious leaders, the 
man who committed adultery but was excluded from justice, or the 
spouse of the woman or the man who committed adultery? 

2. So how do we balance justice for the offended and compassion for 
the offender? Do you tend to be too judgmental and too harsh with 
people in regard to their sin or too soft to where you basically say: 
“You’re doing nothing wrong?” 

3. What about in regard to your personal sin? How do you balance 
grace and taking seriously the Word of God? 

4. In our zeal to uphold biblical morality and traditional values has the 
church violated other teachings of Jesus that are just as important? 

5. What do you make of the fact that the Bible and Jesus are harder on 
the self-righteous and those who commit sins of the heart than on 
those who commit sins of the flesh? 

6. Is hypocrisy a problem in the church? If so, what do you think 
Christians are the most hypocritical about?  

7. Take it in the other direction, is our culture too permissive? Are we 
reluctant to call anything a sin or tell someone what they are doing 
is wrong? Jesus wasn’t. He told the woman to stop sinning. He 
acknowledged that adultery was a sin.   

8. Have you been in the position of the woman where you took the 
shame and “stones” from fellow believers? What was it like and how 
did you recover from the experience? 

9. When the bible refers to adultery it is a term that includes sex 
between a married person and someone other than their spouse and 
all sexual sins. All  sex outside of marriage between a man and a 
woman is regarded in scripture as a sin. If you were in the crowd 
with stone raised, after you heard Jesus’ words, would you have 
been able to cast the first stone or would you have to have dropped 
it?  

If you feel comfortable doing so, share your struggles with sexual 
sin. If you are in a mixed gender group you may want to split apart 
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by gender so you can talk freely. Sexual sin is everybody’s struggle. 
So do not feel ashamed to talk about it. Talking about it openly will 
actually help you experience victory in this area of your life. This is 
one area that believers need to be more open about! 

10.Have you been violated sexually? Was the person brought to 
justice? How has it affected your life? Have you been able to 
experience any level of healing from the event? Have you been able 
to forgive the person and if so, how did it affect your life? (Again, I’d 
reserve this one to same-gender discussions) 

11.Do you think the church is too hard on those who commit sexual sin 
or too soft? Do we take sexual sins too seriously or not serious 
enough? Have we been too quiet about seeking justice for those 
harmed by sexual predators or too reluctant to call certain sexual 
practices a sin? 

12.Any last comments, questions or insight? 

Based on what you heard, pray for each other. Are there those who need 
to experience forgiveness for past sins? Are there people who need 
prayers of comfort and healing from past trauma? Are there those who 
need to pray for forgiveness for being too hard on those who commit 
sexual sin or any sin for that matter? What sins does the church need to 
confess: for being too hard on sexual offenders or for being too silent on 
seeking justice for those harmed by sexual offenders or for being too 
reluctant to stand up for biblical sexuality?


