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Outline 
37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let 
anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture 
has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 39 By this he meant the 
Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit 
had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.    John 7:37-39 

I. The Gift of the Spirit 
“On the last and greatest day of the festival…” (vs. 37)  

“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.  Whoever believes in me, as Scripture 
has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” (vss. 37-38) During those 
seven days something was brewing in Jesus that he could no longer contain! 

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I 
give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring 
of water welling up to eternal life.” John 4: 13-14 

Polycarp (AD 69-155) “What are you waiting for? For 86 years I have served Jesus and 
he has done me no wrong. How can I blasphemy my King and my Savior?”  

“Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through 
them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the 
world caused by evil desires.” 2 Peter 1:4 

“Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.” 
John 7:39  
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 “Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
    and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
 Do not cast me from your presence 
    or take your Holy Spirit from me.” Psalm 51:10-11 

The Gift of the Spirit in the Old Testament Verses the New Testament 
• In the Old Testament it was given to only a select few and in the New Testament it 

is available to every believer.  
• In the Old Testament God’s presence came upon the person temporarily. Once 

they achieved what God wanted them to do the power left them. In the New 
Testament the Spirit remained with the person permanently. 

• In the Old Testament was placed upon people and in the New Testament the Holy 
Spirit was placed in every believer.  

 “The world cannot accept him (the Holy Spirit), because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.” John 14:7 

How the Gift was Procured 
“Now is the time for the Son of Man to be glorified.” John 13:31  

“For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our 
ancestors were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. They were 
all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.  They all ate the same spiritual 
food  and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that 
accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.” I Corinthians 10:1-4 

“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 
have from God?  I Corinthians 6:19  

II. How the Gift of the Spirit is Received & by Who 
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“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. 
On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its 
fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.” 
Revelation 22:1-2  

“Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of 
life and may go through the gates into the city. Outside are the dogs, those who practice 
magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves 
and practices falsehood. 

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!’ And let the one who hears say, ‘Come!’ Let the one 
who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life.” 
(vss. 14-15, 17) 

 
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God—“ Ephesians 4:8.  

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I 
give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring 
of water welling up to eternal life.” John 4: 13-14 

  

“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God 
ahead of you.” Matthew 21:31  

III. The Effects of the Spirit 

Water 
1. It renews and revives us.  

     How the Spirit Refresh and Renew Us 
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“He (The Spirit) will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will 
make known to you.” John 16:14 

2. It cleanses you.  

“Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has 
shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” Luke 7:47 

“If we confess our sin, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sin and cleanse us of 
all unrighteousness.” I John 1:9  

 “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 
her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word..”  
Ephesians 5:25-26 

 “Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, 
the wrath of God is coming. You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 
 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, 
slander, and filthy language from your lips. Do not lie to each other, since you have 
taken off your old self with its practices  and have put on the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.” Colossians 3:5-10  

The Holy in the Holy Spirit 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only 
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  Many will say to me on that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons 
and in your name perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew 
you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ Matthew 7:21-23  

3. It flows out.  

“Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.” John 4:14 

What to Do If You Aren’t Seeing the Effects of the Spirit 
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 “The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let the one who hears say, ‘Come!’ Let the 
one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of 
life.” (vss. 17) 


