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Discussion Guide 

 

 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 
him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in 
you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me 
anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am 
in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the 
one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show 
myself to them.” 
22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to 
the world?” 
23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will 
come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey my 
teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 
25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 

1. Did you learn anything new as a result of the message? Did anything strike you or give you an 
“Ah ha” moment? 
 

2. Examples of modern advocates shared in message were: a social worker and a defense 
attorney. Who else functions as an advocate in our culture? Share a time when you needed an 
advocate. 
 

3. What do you think about God not only being loving, gracious, and merciful but also being 
wrathful and the final Judge, that there will be a Judgement Day? 
 

4. Do you tend to talk about and emphasize the love of God or the wrath of God? Are there 
dangers in focusing on one of these sides of God to the exclusion of the other? Have things 
changed in this area in your lifetime? Do churches emphasize the love of God more or the 
wrath of God more? 
 

5. Why is there a final judgment day?  What if there was no final judgment day? How would that 
affect people’s lives, society, and the world?  
 

6. What difference does it make in your life to have Jesus as your personal advocate? 
  

7. Why are so many people embracing the concept of karma? What is karma anyway? Pastor 
Richard called the belief, graceless, merciless and inhuman. Do you agree or disagree? 
 

8. If Dr. Lloyd Jones asked you if you were a Christian, how would you respond? What if the 
question was asked this way (I heard this in college): “If you were arrested and charged with 
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being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?” What would you say? 
What is the answer in light of Jesus being our advocate? 
 

9. Read the Psalm 73 passage provided below.  Have you ever felt this way? Read the end of the 
Psalm (You’ll have to look it up in your Bible). The Psalmist begins upset over the prosperity of 
the wicked. Does he end there? What changed his tune?  
 

10. Imagine standing before God without Jesus as your advocate. What would the experience be 
like? Does this create a greater urgency in you to share your faith with others?  
 

11. Share a time when the Holy Spirit worked against you, for you. Do you have anyone in your life 
who works against you, for you?  
 

12. Further thoughts or questions?  

 

Psalm 73 

Surely God is good to Israel, 
    to those who are pure in heart. 
2 But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; 
    I had nearly lost my foothold. 
3 For I envied the arrogant 
    when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 
4 They have no struggles; 
    their bodies are healthy and strong. 
5 They are free from common human burdens; 
    they are not plagued by human ills. 
6 Therefore pride is their necklace; 
    they clothe themselves with violence. 
7 From their callous hearts comes iniquity; 
    their evil imaginations have no limits. 
12This is what the wicked are like— 
    always free of care, they go on amassing wealth. 
13 Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure 
    and have washed my hands in innocence. 
14 All day long I have been afflicted, 
    and every morning brings new punishments. 
15 If I had spoken out like that, 
    I would have betrayed your children. 
16 When I tried to understand all this, 
    it troubled me deeply 


