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Outline 

“Put to death whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, 
evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. You used to walk in these ways, in the life you 
once lived.  But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, 
rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.  Do not lie to each other, since 
you have taken off your old self with its practices  and have put on the new self, which is 
being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. Therefore, as God’s chosen 
people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience.  Bear with each other and forgive one another if any 
of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all 
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Colossians 
3:5-14 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came 
running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have 
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the 
strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him 
and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the 
cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, 
separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also 
went inside. He saw and believed. 
11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the 
head and the other at the foot. 
13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put 
him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize 
that it was Jesus. 
15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have put him, and I will get him.” 
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 
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17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go 
instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God.’” 
18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!”  John 
20:1-18 

I. Faith is Impossible. 
In Mark 8 Jesus says: “The Son of Man…must be killed and after three days rise again.”
(vs. 31)  In Mark 9 he says, “They will kill him (The Son of Man) and after three days he 
will rise.”(vs. 31)  Then in Mark 10 he says, “The Son of Man…they will kill him. Three 
days later he will rise.”(vss. 33-34)  

 “The Matrix is everywhere. It’s all around us. Even now, in this room, you can see it 
when you look out your window or when you turn on your TV. You can feel it when you 
go to work, when you go to church, when you pay your taxes. It is the world that has 
been pulled over your eyes to blind you from the truth.” 

(Neo asks, “What truth?”) “That you are a slave. Like everyone else you were born into 
bondage, into a prison that you cannot taste or see or touch. A prison of your mind.” 
~from The Matrix 

“To give sight to the blind and to show those who think they see that they are blind.” 
John 9:39  

 “I want atheism to be true and am made uneasy by the fact that some of the most 
intelligent and well-informed people I know are religious believers. It isn’t just that I 
don’t believe in God and, naturally, hope that I’m right in my belief. It’s that I hope 
there is no God! I don’t want there to be a God; I don’t want the universe to be like 
that. My guess is this cosmic authority problem is not a rare condition. I don’t know 
anyone who is genuinely indifferent to whether there is a God.”  ~ Thomas Nagel, “Last 
Word.” 
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II. Faith is Rational. 

III. Faith is Personal.


