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Outline 

Review 

I. The Outsider.  
When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a 
drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 
9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How 
can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a 
drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 
11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where 
can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the 
well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 
13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever 
drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become 
in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have 
to keep coming here to draw water.” 
16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 
17 “I have no husband,” she replied. 

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you 
have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you 
have just said is quite true.”                
   John 4:7-18 
            

“Everybody worships. The only choice we get is what to worship. And the compelling 
reason for choosing some sort of god to worship is that pretty much anything else will 
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eat you alive. If you worship money and things, then you will never have enough, never 
feel you have enough. Worship your body, beauty or your sexual allure, and you will 
always feel ugly. And when time and age start showing, you will die a million deaths 
before you are planted in the ground. Worship power, and you will end up feeling weak 
and afraid, and you will need even more power to numb you to your own fears. Worship 
your intellect, being seen as smart, and you will always feel stupid, a fraud, always on 
the verge of being found out.  

What is insidious about these things is not that they are evil or sinful; it is that they are 
unconscious. They are the default settings of our lives.” ~ David Foster Wallace  

II. The Insider. 
Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish 
ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if 
God were not with him.” 
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are 
born again.” 
4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 
5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless 
they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives 
birth to spirit. John 3:1-6 

 “And it’s clear enough, isn’t it, that we’re sinners, every one of us, in the same sinking 
boat with everybody else?  

But in our time something new has been added. What Moses and the prophets witnessed 
to all those years has happened. The God-setting-things-right that we read about has 
become Jesus-setting-things-right for us. And not only for us, but for everyone who 
believes in him. For there is no difference between us and them in this. Since we’ve 
compiled this long and sorry record as sinners and proved that we are utterly incapable 
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of living the glorious lives God wills for us, God did it for us. Out of sheer generosity he 
put us in right standing with himself. A pure gift. He got us out of the mess we’re in and 
restored us to where he always wanted us to be. And he did it by means of Jesus Christ. 

God sacrificed Jesus on the altar of the world to clear that world of sin. Having faith in 
him sets us in the clear. God decided on this course of action in full view of the public—
to set the world in the clear with himself through the sacrifice of Jesus.   Romans 
3:20-25 (The Message) 

  


