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Outline 

 
The Effects of Religion 
 
 
 

“At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian 
Regiment. 2 He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and 
prayed to God regularly. 3 One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an 
angel of God, who came to him and said, “Cornelius!” 
4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked. 

The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before 
God. 5 Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter. 6 He is staying 
with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea.” 
7 When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of his servants and a devout soldier 
who was one of his attendants. 8 He told them everything that had happened and sent them to Joppa. 
9 About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up 
on the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being 
prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let 
down to earth by its four corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and 
birds. 13 Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.” 
14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.” 
15 The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.” 
16 This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven. 

The next day Peter started out with them, and some of the believers from Joppa went along. 24 The 
following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives 
and close friends. 25 As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in reverence. 26 But 
Peter made him get up. “Stand up,” he said, “I am only a man myself.” 
27 While talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people. 28 He said to them: 
“You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with or visit a Gentile. But 
God has shown me that I should not call anyone impure or unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I 
came without raising any objection. May I ask why you sent for me?”  
 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message.” Acts 
10:1-16, 23-28, 44. 
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I. Religion Points to a Book and Says, “Read it and Do It!” and Christianity Says, “Hear 
the Good News and Receive Him!” 

 

 

 

 

II. Religion is Past Tense; a Relationship with God is Present Tense. 

 

 

 

“He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus.” I Peter 1:3 

“Repent…turn your life over to God for the forgiveness of your sins and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.” Acts 2:38   

 

 

III. Religion is Divisive, Rejecting, and Unloving towards Others; A Relationship with God 
is Inviting, Accepting and Loving! 

 

 

 “Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither 
the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor thieves nor the 
greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God”.  



Conversions                                                                                         
“From Religion to Relationship”                                                                                 

Acts 10 

 4/3/22

 
“And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” I Corinthians 6:9-11 

 

“Fishers of men.” Mark 1:17 

 

Romans 15:7 “Accept one another just as God accept you.” Romans 15:7 

“Don’t try to act important, but enjoy the company of ordinary people.” And all of us are ordinary 
people! Romans 12:16 

“I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—  not at all meaning the 
people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would 
have to leave this world.”  I Corinthians 5:9-10 

IV. With Religion Differences Divide and with a Relationship with God Differences Mean 
Nothing! 

 “Man looks at the outward appearances but the Lord looks at the heart.” I Samuel 16:7 

 

“For He (Jesus) is our peace who has made the two (Jew and Gentile, meaning everyone in the world), 
one and has destroyed the barriers, the dividing wall of hostility.” Ephesians 2:14 

 

V. Religion Allows You to Remain Comfortably in Your Sin and a Relationship with God 
Doesn’t. 

 

“And all the people on the earth will be blessed through you.”  Genesis 12:3 

“A light to the Gentiles that you (Israel) might bring salvation to the ends of the earth.” Isaiah 49:6 

“The thief comes to steal, kill and destroy, I have come that you may have life and have it to the full.”  
            John 10:10 


