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I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the 
body or out of the body I do not know—God knows.  And I know that this man—whether in the body or 
apart from the body I do not know, but God knows—  was caught up to paradise and heard 
inexpressible things, things that no one is permitted to tell.  I will boast about a man like that, but I will 
not boast about myself, except about my weaknesses.  
 

Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of 
Satan, to torment me.  Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, 
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. II Corinthians 12:2-5, 7-9 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 “As you know, it was because of an illness that I first preached the gospel to you, and even though my 
illness was a trial to you, you did not treat me with contempt or scorn. Instead, you welcomed me as if I 
were an angel of God, as if I were Christ Jesus himself.  Where, then, is your blessing of me now? I can 
testify that, if you could have done so, you would have torn out your eyes and given them to me. “ 
Galatians 4: 13-15 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
”Will not God bring justice for his chosen ones who cry out to him.” Luke 18:7  
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“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” (vs. 9) 
 
“Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.,” 
(vs. 9) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Five different times the Jewish leaders gave me thirty-nine lashes.  Three times I was beaten with rods. 
Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked. Once I spent a whole night and a day adrift at sea.  I 
have traveled on many long journeys. I have faced danger from rivers and from robbers. I have faced 
danger from my own people, the Jews, as well as from the Gentiles. I have faced danger in the cities, in 
the deserts, and on the seas. And I have faced danger from men who claim to be believers but are not.  I 
have worked hard and long, enduring many sleepless nights. I have been hungry and thirsty and have 
often gone without food. I have shivered in the cold, without enough clothing to keep me warm. Then, 
besides all this, I have the daily burden of my concern for all the churches.” II Corinthians 11:24-28 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I asked for strength that I might achieve; 
I was made weak that I might learn humbly to obey. 
I asked for health that I might do greater things; 
I was given infirmity that I might do better things. 
I asked for riches that I might be happy; 
I was given poverty that I might be wise. 
I asked for power that I might have the praise of men; 
I was given weakness that I might feel the need of God. 
I asked for all things that I might enjoy life; 
I was given life that I might enjoy all things. 
I got nothing that I had asked for, 
but everything that I had hoped for. 
Almost despite myself my unspoken prayers were answered; 
I am, among all men, most richly blessed. 
    ~from the journal of an unknown Confederate soldier 
 


